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-of the world. He not only instructed him
in the art of administration, but cultivated
in him a higher taste for literary and
general knowledge and education, and
instilled into his mind the importance of
virtue and character. This close inter-
course of the Raja with a highly cultured
English gentleman had a wonderful effect
on his Oriental mind; and he at once
turned out a most refined and excellent
ruler. "He (the Raja)/' writes Hon. Mr.
Elphinstone in 1826, "is the most civilized
Marat ha I ever met with, has his country
in excellent order, and everything to his
roads and aqueducts in a style that -would
do credit to a European. I was more
struck with his private sitting room than
anything I saw at Satara. It contains
a single table covered with green velvet,
at which the descendant of Shivaji sits in
a chair and writes letters as well as a
journal of his transactions with his own
hand. I do not know what his ancestor
would think of so peaceful a descendant."*
It was all due to the Western training
the Raja had received from the Resident.
It widened his vision so that he could see
the advantages of literature, science, art
.and industry, which enabled him to
**  Life of ^roiintsrnart  Elphinstone,  Tel. II, page 188.